
	

	

	
DIRECTOR’S	MESSAGE	

Welcome	to	our	latest	newsletter.	We	hope	it	provides	an	insight	into	‘GenR8	2016’	as	
well	as	a	glimpse	into	what	2017	might	have	to	offer.	

	

GenR8	-	Why	do	we	do	what	we	do?		
	
So	that:		
• this	generation	don‘t	write	Christianity	off	without	looking	at	it.	
• children	(and	adults)	see	that	there	is	a	relevance	to	Christianity,	that	

it	can	make	a	difference	to	their	lives	
• children	(and	adults)	get	a	positive	image	of	the	Christian	faith	
• children	(and	adults)	who	are	already	Christian,	are	supported	through	

modelling	Jesus	and	bringing	a	fun	and	credible	gospel	message.	
It’s	almost	‘normal’	for	a	very	large	percentage	of	children	to	grow	up	even	in	our	local	area	with	
little,	and	in	some	cases	no	knowledge	or	experience	of	the	Christian	faith.	We	at	GenR8	are	urgent	in	
our	desire	to	touch	young	lives	with	the	news	that	Jesus	cares	and	loves	them.	We	are	dedicated	to	
creating	an	‘open	door’	for	children	that	leaves	room	for	God	to	visit!	Thank	you	for	your	invaluable	
and	on-going	support,	interest	and	prayers	that	enable	us	to	share	this	Good	News	with	around	
40,000	children	(plus	adults)	each	term.	
Brilliant!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Steve Whyatt     stevew@genr8.org	

 
OUR	FAMILY	AND	GENR8	
Our	first	memory	of	GenR8	was	about	15	years	ago	when	John	Hardwick	took	a	service	at	our	church	
and	came	bounding	down	the	aisle	dressed	as	a	clown	–	he	caught	the	attention	of	our	6	year	old	
boys	and	as	the	saying	goes,	the	rest	is	history!		GenR8	school	assemblies	were	a	highlight	in	the	
term.		We	always	knew	when	John,	Steve	or	the	team	had	visited	as	the	boys	and	their	friends	could	
be	seen	practising	their	GenR8	waves	(short,	long,	micro	etc.),	together	with	the	infamous	‘round	of	
applause’	in	the	playground!	The	Bible	stories	and	songs	were	a	great	introduction	to	the	Gospel	for	
many	of	their	friends	who	had	no	church	background.	
Since	those	days	our	three	children	have	been	involved	in	various	GenR8	activities.	Having	attended	
xcellr8	and	Motiv8,	they	have	been	variously	junior	leaders,	leaders	and	part	of	the	core	planning	
team	for	xcellr8.	The	boys	have	been	part	of	‘It’s	your	Move’	and	Andrew	spent	part	of	his	gap	year	
working	with	Steve	doing	school	tours	and	other	odd	jobs.	

As	members	of	a	small	church	with	very	few	young	
people,	GenR8	has	provided	them	all	with	valuable	
opportunities	to	explore	their	faith	with	others	their	own	
age	and	away	from	their	parents.	We	are	grateful	for	the	
mentoring,	formal	and	informal,	that	Steve	and	others	in	
the	teams	have	given	them	over	the	years.		Mike	and	I	
maintain	our	links	with	GenR8	through	the	news	and	
prayer	letters	and	are	glad	to	be	able	to	support	the	
organisation	financially,	to	help	ensure	that	other	children	
have	the	opportunities	our	family	has	benefitted	from.	

Judith	and	Michael	Staplehurst	
										The	Staplehurst	family	shared	their	experiences	of	GenR8	at	the	Showcase	evening	in	October.	
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CHILDREN	IN	SCHOOLS	

GENR8	PRESENTATIONS	IN	2016	

Our	‘egg’citing	and	‘egg’cellent	Easter	presentation	focussed	on	
forgiveness	and	saying	sorry.	Some	very	frightened	Roman	soldiers	
guarding	Jesus’	tomb	when	it	was	found	to	be	empty,	were	relieved	
to	discover	that	Jesus	had	forgiven	those	who	had	hurt	him.	We	
then	led	the	children	in	a	reflection	on	the	things	that	we	might	
need	to	say	sorry	for,	finishing	with	prayer.	

In	the	summer	our	theme	was	‘Respect’	and	we	discovered	that	
human	‘beans’	are	worth	far	more	than	the	chemicals	that	make	us	
up.	Friendship,	commitment,	listening	and	forgiving	are	all	ways	in	
which	we	can	demonstrate	our	care	for	each	other	as	precious	
children	of	God.	This	was	illustrated	by	an	interactive	retelling	of	the	
story	of	the	paralysed	man	from	Luke	5.	The	puppets	also	learnt	that	
it	is	good	to	be	friends	with	people	who	are	different	to	us.		

It	is	often	easiest	to	learn	by	example	and	in	the	autumn	term	we	
learned	that	saints	give	us	an	example	of	how	to	live	following	Jesus.	
We	told	the	story	of	St	Nicholas	who	prayed	to	find	out	what	God	
wanted	him	to	do.	Our	song	said	that	we	can	all	be	God’s	people	and	do	
amazing	things	with	His	help:	we	can	all	be	saints.	A	poem	introduced	
us	to	Jesus’	friends	from	the	Bible	who	all	made	mistakes	but	were	still	
used	by	God.	

Kathryn	Gee	and	Helen	Tobiss	

	

	

IT’S	YOUR	MOVE	

It's	Your	Move	is	a	highlight	of	my	year.	Picture	the	scene:	a	class	of	Year	6	pupils	
sitting	with	young	Christians	from	Years	11	or	13,	sharing	their	concerns	about	the	
big	move	to	secondary	school.	The	young	people	then,	with	a	little	help	from	the	
team	leader,	help	the	pupils	think	through	how	they	will	approach	the	move,	using	
fun	interactive	activities	that	address	the	real	issues.	Finally	the	team	perform	a	rap	
telling	the	story	of	Joseph.	This	helps	pupils	to	learn	from	his	example:	to	accept	that	
changes	are	happening,	to	think	through	the	challenges	they	will	face,	and	to	make	
good	choices.	As	a	local	minister	I	love	going	into	the	schools	with	the	team	and	taking	a	message	that	is	so	relevant	for	the	
pupils.	The	young	team	grow	in	their	gifts	and	confidence	and	finish	knowing	they	have	done	an	amazing	job!	

Rev.	Paul	Joel,	Willingham	Baptist	Church	

“Participating	in	'It's	Your	Move'	was	a	great	opportunity	to	
work	together	as	a	team.	The	training	days	were	helpful	and	
gave	us	confidence	to	stand	in	front	of	Year	6	children	and	
make	a	presentation.	I	enjoyed	working	with	the	children	in	
lots	of	different	school	environments,	and	getting	to	interact	
in	both	large	and	small	groups.	It	was	a	good	opportunity	to	
share	a	Christian	message	with	the	children.”	-	Murray	
Robertson	(Year	11)	

“I	thoroughly	enjoyed	being	part	of	the	'It's	Your	Move'	team	
during	the	summer.	It	was	an	amazing	opportunity	to	share	
my	experiences	with	Year	6s	all	around	Cambridgeshire,	and	
to	reassure	them	that	secondary	school	isn't	as	scary	as	they	
might	imagine.”	-	Sophie	Wilkinson	(Year	11)	

	
Providing	an	opportunity	for	primary	school	age	children	to	hear	about	and	learn	from	the	Christian	faith	
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As	a	retired	teacher,	I'm	now	involved	as	a	volunteer	with	GenR8’s	‘INSPIRE	Prayer	
Spaces’	initiative.	I	am	always	amazed	at	what	children	have	noticed,	thought	and	
learnt.	From	the	four	year	olds	in	reception	to	the	world-weary	Year	6s	on	the	verge	of	
secondary	school,	my	notebook	is	filled	with	their	perceptive	and	honest	thoughts,	
ideas	and	questions.		

INSPIRE		Prayer	Spaces	enable	primary	school	pupils	to	
explore	values,	faith	and	spirituality	from	a	broadly	Christian	
perspective	in	a	safe,	creative	and	interactive	way.	

Each	activity	is	in	the	context	of	a	Bible	quote	or	some	
information	about	the	Christian	message.	Quiet	spaces	are	
provided	in	which	the	children	can	explore	who	God	is	and	
what	Christians	believe	He	has	done	for	individuals	and	the	
whole	world.	Children	are	given	the	opportunity	to	pray	in	
many	different	ways	but	there	is	no	pressure	to	do	so.	
INSPIRE	is	presented	in	a	gentle,	inviting	and	encouraging	
manner	and	the	capacity	with	which	the	children	of	all	ages	
and	abilities	connect	and	focus	is	always	inspiring.		

Janet	King	

	
INSPIRE	PERMANENT	PRAYER	SPACES	

Background	
The	creation	of	the	INSPIRE	Permanent	Prayer	Spaces	Pilot	has	come	as	a	direct	result	of	INSPIRE’s	on-going	prayer	spaces	
work	and	our	growing	relationships	with	primary	schools.	Permanent	Prayer	Spaces	aim	to	build	on	the	success	and	impact	
of	INSPIRE	Prayer	Space	days	and	respond	to	growing	requests	for	help	in	setting	up	and	maintaining	them	in	schools.	

What	is	a	Permanent	Prayer	Space?	
A	Permanent	Prayer	Space	is	an	area	in	school	-	a	chair	in	reception,	a	corner	in	the	library,	a	quiet	room	or	a	notice	board	
and	table	-	which	can	be	supervised	or	left	with	open	access.	Each	space	is	a	simple	installation	with	a	theme	to	provoke	
and	inspire	prayer	and	personal	reflection.	The	prayer	space	uses	various	fun,	hands-on,	reflective	and	colourful	stimuli	and	
resources,	similar	to	those	used	in	an	INSPIRE	Prayer	Space	day.	

How	Does	it	Work?	
We	are	working	with	four	churches	to	enable	them	to	partner	with	
their	local	primary	school	for	one	year	in	the	setting	up	and	running	of	
a	Permanent	Prayer	Space.	Each	church	receives	a	pack	of	resources	
every	half	term,	based	around	a	theme	linked	to	Christian	festivals,	
significant	events	in	the	life	of	the	school	and	of	Britain	(Advent,	
Easter,	St.Valentine’s	Day,	Remembrance	Day,	Moving	Up,	Holidays,	
Olympics…).The	pack	includes	visual	stimuli,	instruction	cards	and	any	
specific	materials	needed	for	responses	(post-it	notes,	stones	etc.)	and	
colourful	decorations.	The	churches	work	alongside	schools	in	setting	
up	the	prayer	spaces	and	renewing	the	themes	at	agreed	times	and	
the	churches	participate	in	assemblies	to	launch	new	themes.	

The	Story	So	Far…	
So	far,	all	schools	and	churches	have	been	delighted	with	the	pilot.	We	
are	learning	a	great	deal	very	quickly	as	to	how	we	can	best	serve	both	
church	and	school.	The	children	and	staff	really	enjoy	the	opportunity	to	
spend	time	around	the	Prayer	Space	and	participation	is	high.	We’re	
looking	forward	to	seeing	where	the	pilot	goes	and	we	are	delighted	that	
children	have	daily	opportunities	to	spend	time	in	prayer	and	reflection.	

Liz	Currie
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CHAPLAINCY 
After	six	years	as	chaplain	at	Oakington	Primary	School	I	
took	the	decision	to	step	down	from	this	role	in	
September	2016.	Being	at	the	school	one	day	a	week	had	
become	increasingly	difficult	to	maintain	alongside	the	
growth	in	the	work	and	opportunities	at	GenR8.	I	already	
really	miss	the	chance	to	draw	alongside	children	on	a	
regular	basis,	but	I	also	now	wonder	how	I	found	the	time!	
The	other	factor	in	my	decision	was	the	possibility	that	
this	role	could	be	taken	on	by	someone	connected	to	the	
local	church	-	which	would	be	fantastic!	
Steve	Whyatt	

	

	

	

	

	

	

“Steve	has	been	a	wonderful	support	to	children	in	school	
during	the	last	six	years	in	his	role	as	chaplain.	He	has	
provided	a	listening	ear	and	safe	space	for	the	children.	
Steve	has	also	supported	school	trips	with	children	and	
provided	excellent	transition	support	for	our	Year	6	
children	”As	it	said	in	our	(outstanding)	SIAS	Report	just	
over	a	year	ago,	Steve	provides	‘’excellent	pastoral	and	
spiritual	support	for	the	pupils.’’	Sally	Daggianti,	Head	
Teacher	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Cool	Choices	is	a	dynamic,	fast	moving,	participatory	
programme	devised	by	Steve	Whyatt	and	others	to	help	
Year	6	students	think	through	the	implications	of	the	
choices	we	make	in	our	lives.		Students	engage	in	various	
activities	which	enable	them	to	consider	the	influence	of	
things	like	peer	pressure	and	the	internet	on	the	choices	
they	make,	and	to	explore	what	makes	a	‘good’	choice.		
Finishing	with	a	video	about	Jesus’	story	of	building	on	the	
rock,	‘Cool	Choices’	introduces	the	concept	that	Christians	
can	find	purpose	and	wisdom	in	following	Jesus.	It	was	
wonderful	to	see	the	enthusiasm	of	the	students	and	how	
they	enjoyed	the	session	and	progressed	in	their	thinking	
during	the	programme.	

Lynn	Murdoch	(Trustee	and	Cool	Choices	Volunteer)	

	“Cool	Choices	has	made	me	rethink	my	life	and	the	way	I	
do	things.	It	has	changed	me.”	Year	6	student	

“Brilliant!	It	was	awesome!”	Year	6	student	

“Excellently	pitched,	good	resources	and	very	well	
thought	out.”	Year	6	teacher	

	“Very	inspirational.	Lively	delivery.	Great	interaction	and	
very	current	resources!”	Year	6	teacher	

“Pacey	and	kept	the	class	going	all	afternoon	–	no	mean	
feat.”	Year	6	teacher	

	

MEET	THE	TEAM	MEMBER:	

Gavin	Howard	

Gavin	has	been	a	GenR8	team	member	since	2005	and	loves	it.	Although	he	can't	commit	to	every	
tour,	he	likes	to	join	the	South	team	when	he	can.	He	lives	in	Cambridge	with	his	wife	Lucinda,	
children	Samuel	and	Hope,	a	Welsh	Springer	called	Wilbur	and	a	hamster	called	Nora.	The	family	
attend	St	Barnabas	Church	in	Cambridge.	

In	his	real	life,	Gavin	is	a	director	of	commercial	property	company	but	his	passion	is	helping	the	
church	engage	in	local	mission.		He	started	the	Besom	in	Cambridge	in	2005,	a	charity	which	helps	
Christians	to	give	to	where	there	is	need.	He	also	chairs	Hope	into	Action,	a	Peterborough-based	
charity	that	enables	the	local	church	to	house	the	homeless.	

	

A	special	thanks	to	each	one	of	our	80+	volunteers		

of	all	ages	who	volunteer	for	GenR8	in	one	or	more	areas.	

Quite	simply,	without	you	we	can	do	very	little.	

Thank	You
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CHILDREN	OUTSIDE	SCHOOL	

	

Growing	Young	Leaders		

There	are	many	young	
people	in	churches	who	
show	leadership	
potential	from	a	young	age.	GYL	is	a	day	to	encourage	
that	potential	and	inspire	young	people’s	faith	
journeys.		We	are	aware	that	leadership	training	exists	
for	older	young	people,	but	for	some	young	people	
church	sees	them	at	the	very	top	end	of	the	children’s	
work	or	at	the	bottom	end	of	the	youth	group	and	for	
several	reasons	some	of	these	individuals	could	benefit	
enormously	from	a	day	such	as	GYL.	

In	2016	alongside	Nicola	Grieves	(Eastern	URC)	we	ran	
our	first	GYL	day	for	children	in	Years	6-8.	Twenty-two	
children	attended,	which	was	a	real	encouragement	to	
us	in	that	we	had	offered	an	initiative	of	value	and	
importance.	Many	children	of	that	age	are	transitioning	
from	one	church	group	to	another,	from	children’s	to	
youth	work	and	as	with	any	transition	it	can	be	a	difficult	
time	to	‘belong’.	We	recognise	that	many	children	have	
a	lot	of	leadership	potential	and	GYL	aims	to	support	
them	in	this	journey.	

GYL	aims	to	help	children:	understand	their	importance	
to	God;	recognise	that	we	all	belong	and	have	a	part	to	
play;	reflect	on	their	gifts	and	talents	and	appreciate	the	
importance	of	working	together.	

“I	really	enjoyed	GYL:	it	was	such	a	great	opportunity!	It	
really	deepened	my	understanding	about	what	it	means	
to	be	a	leader...and	made	me	think	hard	about	who	I	
am,	and	who	God	wants	me	to	be...”	-	Hannah	(yr.	7)	
“As	a	church	leader,	I	am	thankful	that	the	leadership	
qualities	within	our	children	and	young	people	are	being	
recognised,	valued,	honed	and	exercised.”	-	Church	
Leader	
“Thank	you	for	providing	such	an	amazing	opportunity!”	
–	Parent	

XCELLR8	

xcellr8	is	our	annual	
residential	weekend	for	
primary	school	children	aged	
8-11,	which	seeks	to	help	children	meet	with	God	as	
they	join	with	others	from	around	the	region.	Our	2016	
theme	was	‘The	Rock’	and	the	teaching	sessions	
focussed	on	the	life	of	the	disciple	Peter.		

I	was	thrilled	to	be	part	of	the	xcellr8	team	2016.	
Children	built	wonderful	friendships	over	the	weekend,	
while	exploring	their	faith	with	both	enthusiastic	young	
role	models	and	mature	Christians.	Besides	growing	
their	faith,	children	faced	fun	challenges,	wide	games,	
bible	bops	and	swimming.	Among	all	the	excitement	
there	were	times	of	reflection	where	children	could	
ponder	Peter,	why	Jesus	chose	him	despite	his	failings	
and	that	Jesus	can	use	each	one	of	us	to	his	glory.	The	
excellent	worship	slots	enabled	children	to	express	their	
praises.	While	being	spiritually	nourished	we	were	also	
physically	nourished.	The	food	was	splendid!	Although	a	
little	chilly	the	first	night,	the	majority	of	children	slept	
well	despite	it	being	the	first	time	away	for	many.	As	for	
me,	I	can't	wait	to	return	for	2017	-	Well	done	to	all	
those	involved.	

Lynn	Hawkins	

	

	
Letters	from	a	church	youth	group: 
Dear GenR8, Thank you so much for what you are doing at primary schools around the UK. We are praying for you. 
Love, Pathfinders 

Dear GenR8, We are praying for you at pathfinders, that you would grow and help lots of non-Christians to hear about the gospel. 
Love, Pathfinders 

Dear GenR8, We are really grateful that you have used your life to share the amazing word of God. Thank you for coming into 
schools to encourage us to tell our friends about God. We hope that you keep telling the great news of God!  
From, Mary, Ginevra & Laura
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Julia	Stone	

	

ADULTS	–	SUPPORT	AND	SUPPORTERS	

SHOWCASE	EVENING	

On	Tuesday	18th	October	we	welcomed	over	80	people	to	our	Showcase	evening.		
It	was	so	encouraging	to	us	to	see	so	many	of	our	supporters	and	others	interested	
in	what	GenR8	has	to	offer.	

Our	guests	had	the	opportunity	to	browse	through	the	different	ways	we	support	
schools:	Cool	Choices,	IYM,	Inspire	Prayer	Spaces;	and	churches:	xcellr8,	training	
for	children’s	workers	-	with	the	chance	to	try	out	some	of	the	activities	and	chat	
to	our	dedicated	volunteers	sustained	by	a	hot	drink	and	a	nibble	or	two.	

They	also	could	find	out	more	about	ways	to	get	involved	with	GenR8	through	prayer,	giving	and	volunteering.	

Then	John	Hardwick	got	us	moving	with	a	couple	of	action	
songs	to	warm	us	up	ready	for	the	Royston	Team’s	
presentation	of	the	‘Respect’	assembly	that	we	had	taken	into	
schools	during	the	summer	term.	It	was	wonderful	to	see	a	
room	full	of	adults	slipping	back	to	primary	school	days	and	
joining	in	with	the	GenR8	waves	and	actions	while	discovering	
exactly	how	we	reach	over	40,000	primary	school	age	children	
with	the	Christian	message.		

The	evening	had	a	great	atmosphere	and	we	hope	people	left	
(with	their	cupcakes!)	having	been	inspired	by	what	God	is	
doing	through	the	work	of	GenR8.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Debbie	Jackman	

We	were	delighted	to	
see	over	60	people	
attending	out	biennual	
Train	Up	day	last	
September.	With	a	new	

organising	team,	a	new	venue	and	a	new	logo,	it’s	fair	to	
say	it	was	a	steep	learning	curve,	but	the	day	ran	really	
smoothly!		GenR8	worked	in	partnership	with	Ely	
Diocese	and	the	URC	to	put	the	event	together.		The	
theme	was	‘Encounter’,	and	there	were	14	workshops,	
with	titles	from	‘Working	with	Mixed	Age	Groups’	to	
‘Does	God	Go	Faster	in	This?’		The	workshops	covered	
children’s	work	from	babies	to	Year	6,	with	speakers	
from	local	organisations	and	Scripture	Union,	as	well	as	
nationally	known	speakers	such	as	Carolyn	Edwards	and	
Jenny	Paddison.	

The	day	was	very	well	received,	with	good	feedback	
from	the	delegates:	

'The	programme	was	really	amazing	and	provoked	a	lot	
of	great	thoughts.	I	enjoyed	every	bit	of	it’	

'One	of	the	most	helpful	things	is	meeting	like-minded	
people	and	finding	that	you	are	not	alone	in	your	
situation'	

We	are	able	to	cater	for	more	delegates	so	look	out	in	
2018	for	the	next	event	to	ensure	you	do	not	miss	this	
valuable	day	for	children’s	workers.	

	

Elev8	is	our	prayer	
partner	scheme	whereby	
you	can	sign	up	to	receive	
regular	-	but	not	too	
frequent	-	prayer	letters	

to	enable	you	to	pray	in	an	informed	way	for	the	work	of	
GenR8.	We	currently	have	nearly	40	dedicated	prayer	
partners	and	would	love	to	have	more	-	prayer	is	so	vital	
to	all	we	are	able	to	do!	If	you	would	like	more	
information	about	joining	our	team	of	prayer	partners	
contact	Debbie	Jackman	-	debbiej@genr8.org.	

	

	

GenR8	Website	and	Facebook	pages	

To	find	out	more	about	GenR8	and	what	we	
do	please	visit	our	website	at	
www.genr8.org.	We	also	have	a	Facebook	
page,	which	you	can	access	from	our	home	page	or	
through	www.facebook.com/genr8.org		

It	would	be	great	if	you	felt	able	to	‘like’	our	page.	
Alternatively	do	send	us	an	email	as	we	would	love	to	
hear	from	you!	
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BEHIND	THE	SCENES	

	

FUNDRAISING	

As	a	charity	GenR8	is	totally	reliant	on	the	generosity	of	our	supporters	-	individuals,	families	and	churches	-	and	gifts	from	
Trust	Funds,	in	order	to	continue	the	work	God	is	calling	us	to	do.	We	are	extremely	thankful	for	this	as	it	not	only	enables	
us	to	reach	over	40,000	primary	school	age	children	with	a	Christian	message	every	term	through	our	assembly	
presentations,	but	also	allows	us	to	provide	the	many	other	activities	you	can	read	about	in	this	newsletter.	

This	year	we	are	planning	at	least	one	major	fundraising	event	for	people	to	get	involved	with.	We	are	still	in	the	early	
stages	of	thinking	about	this,	but	all	the	ideas	will	involve	a	personal	challenge	and	lots	of	fun!	Keep	your	eye	on	our	
website	-	www.genr8.org,	our	GenR8	Facebook	page	and	our	regular	newsletter	updates	to	find	out	how	you	can	get	
involved...	

For	more	information	about	becoming	a	regular	financial	supporter	contact	Steve	Whyatt	-	stevew@genr8.org		

	

FINANCES	

Where	do	our	finances	come	from?	 	 	 	 	 	 Where	is	the	money	is	spent?	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Nick	Roger	(GenR8	Treasurer)	

Our	income	over	the	2015/2016	financial	year	totalled	£55,438,	with	expenditure	of	£64,701:	a	deficit.	The	good	news	for	
the	current	financial	year	is	that,	to	date,	it	looks	like	there	will	be	a	surplus.	We	have	been	praying	for	this	especially	as	we	
consider	the	possible	appointment	of	a	new	worker	to	meet	current	demands	and	future	opportunities.	
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TRUSTEE	UPDATE	

The	trustees	continue	to	work	hard	behind	the	scenes	and	in	a	hands-on	capacity	giving	stability	and	direction	to	the	work	
of	GenR8.	The	last	year	has	seen	a	few	trustee	changes:		

A	big	thank	you	to	Rob	Allin	who	stepped	down	from	the	treasurer	role.	Rob	contributed	so	much	in	establishing	GenR8	as	
a	charity	since	joining	from	the	onset	in	2010.	At	the	same	time	we	have	welcomed	Nick	Rogers	(treasurer)	and	Lynn	
Murdoch	to	the	team.	Together	they	bring	a	lot	of	experience	and	insight	both	locally	and	internationally	which	we	are	
confident	will	be	of	great	benefit	to	GenR8	moving	forwards.	

	

HOPES	AND	DREAMS	

New	Worker	

For	some	time	we	have	been	dreaming	of	having	a	new	worker	to	develop	our	ministry	in	‘support	of	churches	work	with	
children	and	primary	schools.’	The	trustees	have	recently	taken	the	decision	to	move	forward	with	this,	which	is	both	
exciting	and	daunting	at	the	same	time.	This	position	is	a	vital	one	in	GenR8	and	we	will	be	looking	to	make	the	right	
appointment	in	2017.	

Prayer	and	Financial	Supporter	Base	

We	hope	to	be	able	to	grow	our	supporter	base	significantly	over	the	next	year.	As	someone	said	recently,	‘GenR8	does	an	
incredible	amount	of	ministry	with	relatively	moderate	resources’.	We	know	this	is	a	big	challenge	for	us,	particularly	with	
outgoings	likely	to	increase.	However	if	we	are	going	to	meet	the	challenges	and	opportunities	that	the	future	holds	it	is	
vital	that	our	resources	grow	to	match.	

Volunteer	Growth	

We	are	keen	to	continue	to	provide	opportunities	for	people	to	
volunteer	with	GenR8.	For	example	we	would	love	to	have	another	
assembly	team	to	reach	out	into	the	area	north	of	Chatteris	around	
Warboys,	Ramsey	and	Sawtry.	We	are	eager	to	increase	what	we	can	
offer	with	Cool	Choices	as	well	as	It’s	Your	Move.	

Communications	

We	have	taken	steps	to	strengthen	links	with	churches	over	the	last	
18	months,	but	we	hope	to	do	more	to	encourage	churches’	support	
and	recognition	of	GenR8’s	work.		

Discipleship	

We	dream	about	being	able	to	offer	more	opportunities	for	children	in	churches	to	grow	in	their	knowledge,	love	and	
experience	of	God.	We	know	how	much	our	work	in	schools	positively	impacts	many	Christian	children,	and	our	
experiences	with	GYL	and	xcellr8	have	given	us	a	glimpse	into	the	discipleship	needs	and	opportunities	that	exist.	We	are	
passionate	about	offering	more	in	this	area.	

	

DIARY	DATES	
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For	more	information	about	any	of	the	activities	mentioned	in	this	newsletter	
please	contact		enquiries@genr8.org	

1

SPRING	TERM	2017	
Cool	Choices	-	January	
Xcellr8	weekend	-	10th	-	12th	Feb	
Easter	assembly	tours	-	March	
INSPIRE	-	6	prayer	space	days	
	
	

2

SUMMER	TERM	2017	
Growing	Young	Leaders	day	-	Sat	22rd	April		
Summer	assembly	tours	-	June/July	
It’s	Your	Move		-	3rd	-	7th	July	
INSPIRE-	6	prayer	space	days		
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AUTUMN	TERM	2017	
Cool	Choices	-	Sept/Oct	
GenR8	training	day	-	Sept/Oct	
GenR8	AGM	-	Sept	
Bite-size	Train-Up	-		3rd	&	17th	Oct	
Holiday	Club	equipping	-	Nov	
Christmas	assembly	tours	-	Nov/Dec	

Assembly	volunteers	at	a		
post	tour	gathering	in	January	
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